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BIRMINGHAM BOARD OF EDUCATION TO PRESENT PROPOSED BUDGET AT PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Reserve requirement met, but funding still needed for proposed academic expansion 

 
Birmingham, AL— (September 2, 2014) Today, Birmingham City Schools will present its proposed 
fiscal year 2015 budget with bottom line projections expected to exceed the one month’s fund 
balance which is required by state law; however, the system still faces the challenge of securing 
funding for moving plans forward to increase academic and extra-curricular offerings that enhance 
learning opportunities for students.  Birmingham City Schools has worked diligently to meet its 
statutory obligation, and has achieved the required fund balance behind some very tough economic 
times and  hard financial decisions including a multi-phase financial recovery plan which entailed staff 
reductions, major budget cuts, and a reduction in overall spending.  On a positive note, a trend 
toward a stabilized student population has helped to slow the reduction in state and federal funding 
that has negatively impacted the system’s budget for nearly a decade. 
 
“We are finally realizing the positive financial gains that we had hoped to achieve,” said Craig 
Witherspoon, Birmingham City Schools’ Superintendent.  “But I want to be clear.  We have met our 
financial obligation, but those funds must remain in reserve and can’t be touched.”  What this means 
in reality for the school system is that the reserve does not translate into a windfall, and can’t be used 
to address district academic needs.  That is why the system is proposing a tax increase to help fund 
new academic offerings including increased Pre-K classrooms, more foreign language offerings, and 
restoration and expansion of fine arts programming which has suffered as a result of funding cuts.  
Further, the property tax increase would make Birmingham City Schools less vulnerable to and 
dependent on State and federal funding and the resultant effects of their decreases.   
 
The Birmingham City Schools budget hearings are scheduled for today and tomorrow, September 2, 
2014 and September 3, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the auditorium of the Birmingham Board of Education 
Administration Building located at 2015 Park Place. 
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